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Interactive, 26 Mar 2013: Lesson focus: reading -
comprehension; speaking and listening - pairiclass
discussion; grammar - verb patterns to express plans for

the future; writing - synopsis of plans for future
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Lower-intermediate: Mars mission plan launched by US millionaire Hshare 6
Dennis Tito the world's first "space tourist" wants to send two people on a space voyage to Mars by 2018. Get W Tweet /0
you students to find out about his plans and some of the challenges the mission faces T
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Level » Lower intermediate
Style»® Lesson plan

These worksheets can be downloaded free from guardian.co.uk/weekly. You can also find more advice for
teachers and learners from the Guardian Weekly’s Learning English section on the site

Materials prepared by Janet Hardy-Gould

News-based English language activities from the global newspaper Page1

guardian

March 2013

Mars mission plan launched by US millionaire

Instructions

Lesson focus: reading. verb patterns to express future plans

Materials: copies of article, dictionanes

Time: 55 minutes

1 Tell students the article is about plans for a space

mission which will be the first of its kind. What

“firsts” in space exploration do they know about?

Students discuss in pairs. Possible answers: first
dog in space, Laika, 1957; first person in space,
Yuri Gagarin, 1961; first woman in space, Valentina

Tereshkova, 1963; first person on Moon, Neil
Armstrong, 1969; first space shuttle, Columbia, 1981,

Class feedback. 7mins

¢ Tito is/isn’t planning to go on the mission himself.

d The mission needs/doesn’t need to go at a specific
time.

e Tito plans to provide all/some of the funds himseif.
f The mission will fiy past/land on the surface of Mars.
g The space capsule for the astronauts will be quite
large/small.

hTito will won’t make money from the space trip.
Answers:a pair binvesting money cisn't d needs

~ Description

Photocopiable classroom materials for
teaching lower intermediate-level
English language learners. From the
March 2013 edition of the Guardian
Weekly's Learning English section.
Lesson focus: reading -
comprehension; speaking and
listening - pair/class discussion;
grammar - verb patterns to express
plans for the future; writing - synopsis of
plans for future
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Contributed by: News desk, The Guardian
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Level Lower intermediate March 2013
Style Lesson plan

These worksheets can be downloaded free from "fou can also
find more advice for

teachers and learners from the Guardian Learning English
section on the =ite.
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Student tasks

1 Inpairs, match these phrases with their definitions.
Youcanuse adictionary.
al Jtounveilaplan bl tomakea fortune
c|_!toraise money d!_ltofund a mission
e! Jtoface hurdles f [ 1to find room

1 to provide the money for a project

210 persuade other people to give money towards
something

3 to tell people about a new project

4 to make a lot of money through business

5 to make enough space for something

6 to meet difficulties

2 Read the article and choose the correct words.
a Dennis Tito is planning to send a pair/group of
astronauts into space,
b Tito has become a millionaire from space
exploration/investing money.
¢ Tito is/isn’t planning to go on the mission himself.
d The mission needs/doesn’t need to go at a specific
time.

Article: Mars mission plan
launched by US millionaire

A US millionaire who became the first private space
tourist has unveiled ambitious plans to send aman
and woman - probably a married couple - on a round
trip to Mars in 2018.

2 Dennis Tito, 72, a former recket scientist who made
his fortune through investments, said his Mission
for America aims to encourage a new era of space
exploration.
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Happy reading.



